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Planetary objects proposed in religion, 
astrology, ufology and pseudoscience 


There are a number of planetary objects proposed in religion, astrology, ufology and pseudoscience 
whose existence is not supported by scientific evidence. 
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Lilith 


Lilith is a fictitious second moon of Earth, supposedly about the same mass as the Earth's Moon, proposed 
in 1918 by astrologer Walter Gorn Old, who called himself Sepharial. Sepharial applied the name Lilith 
from medieval Jewish legend, where she is described as the first wife of Adam. Sepharial claimed that 
Lilith was the same second moon that scientist Georg Waltemath claimed to have discovered twenty years 
earlier, but which had never been confirmed.!![31 Sepharial also claimed to be the first person in history to 
observe Waltemath's moon as it crossed the sun, and rationalized that it was too dark to be otherwise 
visually detected. !4! 


Sepharial's comments ignored the fact that Waltemath's proposed moon had already been discredited by the 
scientific community at the turn of the century. [5] 


There are many readily apparent holes in the arguments supporting Lilith's existence, and its existence is 
believed only by fringe groups.!°1 


In modern astrology 


In present-day astrology, the name Black Moon Lilith is usually given to a point on the horoscope of the 
actual moon's apogee. When considered as a point, this Lilith is sometimes defined as the second focus of 
the ellipse described by the Moon's orbit; the earth is the first focus, and the apogee lies in the same 
direction. It takes 8 years and 10 months to complete its circuit around the zodiac. 6! 


Planets proposed by L. Ron Hubbard 


L. Ron Hubbard, the founder of Scientology, proposed as part of his cosmology a Galactic Confederacy 
which consisted of 26 stars and 76 planets including Earth, which was then known as "Teegeeack" !7118] 
One planet in the Scientology doctrine is known as Helatrobus.!9/H01.1] 


Ummo 


Ummo or Ummoism!!2! is a decades-long series of claims that 


aliens from the planet Ummo were communicating with people on 
the Earth. Most Ummo information was in the form of detailed 
documents and letters sent to various esoteric groups or UFO 
enthusiasts. The Ummo affair was subject to much mainstream 
attention in France and Spain during the 1960s through the 1970s, 
and a degree of interest remains regarding the subject. Consensus is 
that Ummoism was an elaborate hoax. The culprit (or culprits) is 
unknown, but a José Luis Jordan Pefia has claimed responsibility 
for instigating Ummoism.!"3! However, there are still a few small 
groups of devotees, such as "a strange Bolivian cult called the 


Daughters of Ummo" 14! 





A supposed Ummo ship over San 
José de Valderas, Alcorcén, Spain 
on ist June, 1967. 


Jacques Vallée has said that the author(s) of the Ummo documents might be a real-world analogue of the 
fictional creators of Borges' "Tlén, Ugbar, Orbis Tertius".!“5! Historian Mike Dash writes that Ummoism 
began on February 6, 1966, in Madrid. On that day, Jordan Pefia claimed to have had a close encounter of 
the first kind when he saw "an enormous circular object with three legs and, on its underside, a curious 
symbol: three vertical lines joined by a horizontal bar. The two exterior lines curved outward at the edges, 
which made the pictogram resemble the alchemical sign for the planet Uranus." (Dash, 299) 


Pefia's report generated a fair amount of excitement, but it was only . 

the beginning. Not long afterwards, a Madrid author of a UFO “ 
book received several photographs in an anonymous mailing. The 

photos were of a craft similar to the one reported by Pefia, and 

bearing the same symbol. Within a few weeks, "a leading Spanish 

contactee named Fernando Sesma Manzano became involved 

when he began receiving lengthy, typewritten documents which 

purported to come from a spacefaring race called the Ummites." 

(Dash, 299) ; 


In June 2002, a scientist with the pseudonym Jean Pollion released, 

in French, his book Ummo, de vrais extraterrestres, or, Ummo, real 

extraterrestrials in which he analyses the "Ummite" thoughts and 

language. He shows that the Ummo language is different from any 

other language we know in that it is a "functional" language. One 

of the astonishing properties of this language, according to the 
author, is that it works without a dictionary. One must only know ia 
18 symbols, that Pollion has named "soncepts", which if combined Letter about Ummo from 28th 
make up a functional description of the thing or situation that the November 1966. 

creator of the "word" is trying to convey. Currently, more than 

1300 pages of those letters have been registered, but it is possible 


that many other letters exist. In a 1988 letter, reference is made to the existence of 3850 pages, copies of 
which have been sent to several individuals, representing perhaps up to 160,000 pages of total Ummo 
documents. The true identity of the authors of those reports remains unknown. 


Dash notes that "few ufologists outside Spain took Ummoism seriously—the photographic evidence was 
highly suspect, and, while the Ummite letters were more sophisticated than most contactee communication, 
there was nothing in them that could not have originated on Earth." Still, Dash allows that, whatever their 
origins, "considerable effort had gone into the supposed hoax." (Dash, 299) 


Many scientific subjects are described in detail in the letters, including network theory (or graph theory), 
astrophysics, cosmology, the unified field theory, biology, and evolution. Some of this information is 
thought to be dubious pseudoscience, but much of it is scientifically accurate. However, Jerome Clark 
(Clark, 1993) notes that Jacques Vallée argued that the scientific content of the Ummo letters was 
knowledgeable but unremarkable, and compared the scientific references to a well-researched science 
fiction novel—plausible in the 1960s, but dated by the standards of the 1990s. Controversy arose about one 
particular assertion of the Ummites. In 1965, they wrote they were coming from a planet orbiting Wolf 424, 
adding this star is 3.68502 light-years of the Sun. This was consistent with the distance estimated in 1938, 
but after some additional measurements, the estimate was revised to 14.3 light-years. Fernando Sesma 
asked then the Ummites about this apparent mistake. The Ummites replied in another letter the same year 
that the first measurement is the real distance measured in the "three-dimensional framework" while the 


second is "the apparent distance traveled by light".'! 


Planets proposed by Zecharia Sitchin 


The work of Zecharia Sitchin has garnered much attention among ufologists, ancient astronaut theorists and 
conspiracy theorists. He claimed to have uncovered, through his retranslations of Sumerian texts, evidence 
that the human race was visited/created by a group of extraterrestrials from a distant planet in the Solar 
System. Part of his theory lay in an astronomical interpretation of the Babylonian creation myth, the Enuma 
Elish, in which he replaced the names of gods with hypothetical planets. However, since the principal 
evidence for Sitchin's claims lay in his own personally derived etymologies and not on any scholarly agreed 
interpretations, academics consider it pseudoscience and pseudohistory, if they know it at al],{17JE.81[191 


Sitchin's theory proposes the planets Tiamat and Nibiru. Tiamat supposedly existed between Mars and 
Jupiter. The planet's orbit was disrupted by the arrival of a large planet or very small star (less than twenty 
times the size of Jupiter) which passed through the planetary system between 65 million and four billion 
years ago. The new orbits caused Tiamat to collide with one of the moons of Nibiru. The debris from this 
collision are thought by the theory's proponents to have variously formed the asteroid belt and the current 
form of planet Earth. 


Sitchin claims that the Babylonians associated Nibiru with the god Marduk; the word is Akkadian and the 
meaning is uncertain. Sitchin hypothesized it as a planet in a highly elliptic orbit around the Sun, with a 
perihelion passage some 3,600 years ago and assumed orbital period of about 3,750 years; he also claimed 
it was the home of a technologically advanced human-like alien race, the Anunnaki, who apparently visited 
Earth in search of gold. These beings eventually created humanity by genetically crossing themselves with 
extant primates, and thus became the first gods. 


Beginning in 1995, websites such as ZetaTalk have claimed that Nibiru or "Planet X" is a brown dwarf 
currently within our planetary system, soon to pass relatively close to Earth. Sitchin disagreed with the 
timing of passage. 201 


Sitchin also postulated that Pluto began life as Gaga, a satellite of Saturn which, due to perturbation caused 
by Nibiru's passing, was flung into orbit beyond Neptune. 


Serpo 


Project Serpo is an alleged top-secret exchange program between the United States government and an 
alien planet called Serpo in the Zeta Reticuli star system. Details of the alleged exchange program have 
appeared in several UFO conspiracy stories, including one incident in 1983—in which a man identifying 
himself as United States Air Force Sergeant Richard C. Doty contacted investigative journalist Linda 
Moulton Howe claiming to be able to supply her Air Force records of the exchange for her HBO 
documentary The ET Factor, only to pull out without providing any evidence to substantiate his story—and 
one incident in 2005 when a series of emails were sent to a UFO discussion group ran by Victor Martinez 
claiming that the project was real.'21] Some variations on the conspiracy story state that the name Serpo is 
the nickname of the extrasolar planet.!1! Other versions state that it is a mispronunciation of either 
Serponia or Seinu by authorities involved in the project. 


The first mention of a ‘Project Serpo' was in a UFO email list maintained by enthusiast Victor Martinez. 
Various versions of the conspiracy theory circulated and were later detailed on a website. According to the 
most common version of the story, an alien survived a crash near Roswell in the later 1940s (see Roswell 
UFO incident). This alien was detained but treated well by American military forces, contacted its home 
planet and eventually repatriated. The story continues by claiming that this led to the establishment of some 
sort of relationship between the American government and the people of its home world, said to be a planet 
of the binary star system Zeta Reticuli. 


Zeta Reticuli has a history in ufology (including the Betty and Barney Hill abduction and the Bob Lazar 
story), having been claimed as the home system of an alien race called the Greys. 


The story finally claims that twelve American military personnel visited the planet between 1965 and 1978 
and that all of the party have since died, from "after effects of high radiation levels from the two suns” [21] 
Another version of the story claims that "Eight (8) Team Members returned on the seven (7) month trek 
home. Team Member #308 (Team Pilot #2) died of a pulmonary embolism en route to SERPO on the 9- 
month journey; 11 arrived safely. One (1) died on the planet — and both of their bodies were returned to 
Earth — while two (2) others decided to remain on the ALIEN homeworld of SERPO." 
(http://www.serpo.org/release36.php) One criticism of Project Serpo stems from the lack of veracity of one 
of its alleged witnesses, Sergeant Richard Doty. Doty has been involved in other alleged UFO-related 
activities (see Majestic 12 and Paul Bennewitz), and thus is a discredited source (or a purposeful provider 
of disinformation).!21) Additionally, there is no physical evidence supporting the project's existence.!?1] 
According to Tim Swartz of Mysteries Magazine, Doty, who promised evidence to Moulton Howe before 
backing out, has been involved in circulating several other UFO conspiracy stories.!21) Swartz also 
expressed that the details of Project Serpo have varied considerably with different accounts.!?4 Tt has been 
alleged that the entire series of posts were designed to be viral marketing for a new book by Doty.!22! 


Bill Ryan, a chief proponent of publicizing the Project Serpo claims, announced on March 5, 2007, that he 
was stepping down from his role as webmaster for the Serpo material. Ryan nevertheless maintains his 
belief that an extraterrestrial exchange program did occur, although he states that the Serpo releases 
definitely contained disinformation.!23! 


See also 


« Fictional planets of the Solar System 
» Kolob 

» Lost asteroids 

» Nibiru cataclysm 


Planets in astrology 
Religious cosmology 
Stars proposed in religion 
UFO conspiracy theory 


Notes 


ds 


N 


ice) 


iN 


ol 


(o>) 


NJ 


00 


oO 


10. 


11. 


12. 


Graves, Robert; Patai, Raphael (1964). Hebrew Myths: The book of Genesis. New York, NY: 
Doubleday. pp. 65—69. ISBN 978-1-85754-661-3., ISBN 1-85754-661-X, Publisher: 
Carcanet Press Ltd. (October 1, 2004); Graves & Patai cite "Yalqut Reubeni ad. Gen. Il. 21; 
IV. 8.", for which see "Lilith" (http:/Avww.gnosis.org/lilith.htm). Gnosis. 


. Bakich, Michael E. (2000). The Cambridge Planetary Handbook (https://books.google.com/b 


ooks?id=5vM8AAAAIAAJ&g=Lilith+%22Dark+Moon%22&pg=PA148). Cambridge 
University Press. p. 148. ISBN 0-521-63280-3 — via Google Books. 


. Schlyter, Paul (2008). "Hypothetische Planeten” (http:/Avww.neunplaneten.de/nineplanets/h 


ypo.html). NeunPlaneten.de. Retrieved 2008-07-07. 


. Sepharial, A. (1997). The Science of Foreknowledge: Being a compendium of astrological 


research, philosophy, and practice in the East and West (https://books.google.com/books?id 
=hLZBnTAC9uwC&q=Lilith+astrology&pg=PA50). author's actual name was Walter Gorn 
Old (reprint ed.). Kessinger Publishing. pp. 39-50. ISBN 1-56459-717-2 — via Google-books. 


. Cheung, Samson H. "The Earth's second moon, 1846—present" (http:/Avww.math.ucdavis.ed 


u/~cheung/lilith.html) (personal academic webpage). Davis, CA: University of California. 
"The original idea was that the gravitational field of the second moon should account for the 
then-inexplicable minor deviations of the motion of our big Moon. That meant an object at 
least several [thousands of?] miles large — but if such a large second moon really existed, it 
would have been seen by the Babylonians." 


. de Gravelaine, Joélle (2006). "Lilith und das Loslassen". Astrologie Heute (in German). 


No. 23; summary at "Lilith - the dark moon" (http:/Awww.astro.com/astrology/in_lilith_e.htm). 
Astrodienst. Retrieved 9 October 2011; see also de Gravelaine, Joélle (1990). Lilith. Der 
Schwarze Mond: Die GroBe Géottin im Horoskop (in German). Wettswil, DE: Edition 
Astrodata. ISBN 978-3907029138. ISBN 3907029135 


. Kaufman, Robert (1972). Inside Scientology: How | Joined Scientology and Became 


Superhuman. New York: Olympia Press. ISBN 0-7004-0110-5. OCLC 533305 (https://www. 
worldcat.org/oclc/533305). 


. Lamont, Stewart (1986). Religion Inc.: The Church of Scientology. London: Harrap. ISBN O- 


245-54334-1. OCLC 23079677 (https:/Awww.worldcat.org/oclc/23079677). 


. Leonard, John (1973). Black Conceit (https://books.google.com/books?id=xdUNAAAAIAAJ). 


Doubleday. p. 78. ISBN 0-385-067 76-3 — via Google Books. 

Waldeck, Val (6 December 2011). Scientology: What do they believe? (https://books.google. 
com/books?id=_30UPAcfzGwC3). Pilgrim Publications. p. 17 (https://oooks.google.com/boo 
ks?id= 30UPAcfzGwC&pg=PA17). ISBN 978-1-920092-16-0. Retrieved 26 August 2020 — 
via Google Books. 

Malko, George (1970). Scientology: The now religion (https://archive.org/details/scientology 
nowreOOmalk). Delacorte Press. p. 111 (https://archive.org/details/scientologynowreOOmalk/ 
page/111) — via Archive.org. 

Ummoism, version of 26 April 2012 (https:/Aveb.archive.org/web/20110902041401/http:/Avw 
w.ummoism.com/) 


12: 


14. 


15. 


16. 
Li: 
18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22: 


23. 


PARANOIA - People Are Strange: Unusual UFO Cults (http:/Avww.paranoiamagazine.com/u 
focults.html) Archived (https:/Aweb.archive.org/web/20070331185846/http:/Awww.paranoiama 
gazine.com/ufocults.html) 2007-03-31 at the Wayback Machine 

Daedro, Enzo (August 2001). "Ummo's Daughters" (http:/Avww.forteantimes.com:80/articles/ 
149 ummo.shtml). Fortean Times. Archived (https:/web.archive.org/web/20061019093708/ 
htto:/www.forteantimes.com/articles/149_ummo.shtml) from the original on 19 October 2006. 
Retrieved 7 December 2018. 

Vallee, Jacques. Revelations: Alien Contact and Human Deception. (1992, Souvenir Press, 
ISBN 0-285-63073-3, pages 111-113) 

(in French)Retour sur l'affaire Ummo (http:/Avwww.ummo-sciences.org/activ/art/art4-p1.htm) 
sitchiniswrong.com (http://www.sitchiniswrong.com/sitchinerrors.htm) 

"Zecharia Sitchin" (http://skepdic.com/sitchin.html). The Skeptic's Dictionary. Retrieved 
2009-09-18. 

Govert Schilling. The Hunt For Planet X: New Worlds and the Fate of Pluto. Copernicus 
Books. p. 111. 

Andy Lloyd. "Book reviews: The End of Days" (http:/Awww.darkstar1.co.uk/theendofdays.htm 
1). Retrieved 2008-02-13. 

Project Serpo: Fact or Fiction? (https:/Aweb.archive.org/web/20071227222020/http:/AWwww.my 
steriesmagazine.com/articles/issue15.html), Mysteries Magazine, |ssue #15, Tim Swartz, 
November 2006, Archived at Wayback Machine 

"serpo" (http:/Awww.realityuncovered.net/ufology/articles/serpo/). reality uncovered. 
Retrieved 2010-03-01. 

Serpo.org: A Final Update from Bill Ryan: 5 March 2007 (http://serpo.org/final_ update.asp) 


References 


Clark, Jerome, Unexplained! 347 Strange Sightings, Incredible Occurrences, and Puzzling 
Physical Phenomena; Detroit, Visible Ink Press; 1993, ISBN 0-8103-9436-7 


Mike Dash, Borderlands: The Ultimate Exploration of the Unknown, ISBN 0-440-23656-8 


Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php? 
titte=Planetary_objects_proposed_in_religion, astrology, ufology_and_pseudoscience&oldid=1066916757" 


